
Christikon has been a place of spiri-
tual growth and outdoor adventure for 
nearly 75 years. Next year, in fact, we 
will celebrate Christikon’s 
75th anniversary! As your 
new executive director, 
I find myself feeling awe 
and gratitude for this 
beloved place centered on 
life together, renewal, and 
belonging. It’s a place that 
has shaped my own life 
and faith profoundly.

I am currently writing curriculum for 
our summer program around the theme 
Hopeward: Journeys of Transformation 
in Luke’s Gospel. The Gospel of Luke 
is full of road stories—encounters with 
Jesus along dusty paths that lead to dis-
covery, to community, to purpose, and to 
hope. The earliest followers of Jesus were 
known not as “Christians,” but simply as 
people of The Way. That image of move-
ment and transformation speaks beau-
tifully to what happens at Christikon 
each summer: people of all ages journey 
together through wild beauty, through 
scripture and song, through questions 
and communion—and are changed. Our 
many encounters along the way at camp 
don’t leave us the same.

As we gather on the mountain this 
summer, I’m especially excited to wel-
come our first-ever Artist-in-Residence, 
John Hermanson, whose soul-stirring 
music and deep theological imagination 
will help guide our Hopeward journey. 
Through our partnership with Hope 
Lutheran Church in Bozeman’s new 
Center for the Arts, John will spend the 
summer engaging with campers and 
staff, offering music and reflection that 
stirs faith in fresh ways. His presence will 
add something truly special to an already 
rich summer ahead.

As we look forward to what’s new, we 
also remember where we’ve been. My 
own Christikon summers serving on 
staff were profoundly formative. They 
were seasons of deep joy, meaningful 
challenge, and faith stretched by moun-
tains and community. My hope is that 
this summer will offer those same gifts 
to all who find their way up the wild and 
winding road to camp!

As always, our mission remains the 
same: to awaken and nurture faith in 
Christ, exploring God’s creation and the 
adventure of life together. This year, we 
take that mission Hopeward —with eyes 
wide open in wonder, hearts ready for 
transformation, and a shared belief that 
God is there, always ready to meet us 
along the road.

Thank you for all the ways you sup-
port this ministry we love and share. I 
can’t wait to see you at camp!

With hope and gratitude,
Pastor Heather
Executive Director
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Hopeward: Into a New Season Together

Get Registered for Camp
Youth Camps

We have space in our on-site 
programs Pathfinders, Prospectors 1 
and 2, Trailblazers and Mountaineers 3. 

Register at christikon.org/registration-
individual-information/.

We have limited space in Wayfarers 
1 and 2 and Mountaineers 2. Call the 
Christikon office for availability: 406-656-
1969.
Work Weekend

Get registered for Work Weekend 
May 23-26. Join us for fellowship, 
worship, food, and shared work getting 
Christikon ready to host our summer staff 
and our campers! 

Register at christikon.org/registration-
adult-family-information/.

See you there! 

HEATHER 
WIGDAL

Introducing Our Artist-in-Residence Program

John Hermanson, above, will spend the summer 
as our inaugural Artist in Residence. The program 
is in partnership with Hope Lutheran in Bozeman, 
Montana, where Maren Haynes Marchesini, right, 
serves as Director of Worship and Music.



By Taryn Hauglie

Like in years past, we hit the recruiting 
trail hard this winter. We connected with 
campus ministry groups at the University 
of Montana, Montana State University, and 
even had a quick lunch stop 
at the University of Min-
nesota. We participated in 
camp and career fairs at Val-
paraiso, Concordia Moor-
head, Gustavus Adolphus, 
and Luther College, and we 
tabled in student unions at 
Augustana, St. Olaf, and 
Pacific Lutheran University.

Each school has its own unique per-
sonality, and every recruiting stop had its 
highlights. We partnered with our friends 
at Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp during 
our Montana visits, and those conversations 
opened doors to talk in greater depth about 
what a gift outdoor ministry truly is—not 
only for our campers but also for the staff 
who spend their summer with us.

The energy at camp fairs is contagious. 
It’s uplifting to be surrounded by folks 
from our sister camps across the country, 
all sharing the same passion. And tabling 
at schools—especially when we’re the only 
camp present—often leads to more relaxed, 
meaningful conversations. With fewer dis-
tractions, students have time to ask thought-
ful questions, and we get to know them on a 
deeper level.

Heather joined me for recruiting at 
the start of February, and it was a real joy 

to brainstorm, collaborate, and walk this 
adventure of life and ministry together. 
Transition can be daunting—especially for 
us Lutherans, who tend to have a mild aller-
gic reaction to change—but walking through 
this recruiting season and staff interview 
process with a new partner in ministry has 
left me filled with nothing but gratitude and 
excitement for the summer (and summers) 
ahead.

After countless flights, long car rides 
between campuses, hours on our feet, and 
Zoom interview after Zoom interview... we 
built our 2025 summer staff.

This year, we’ve assembled a strong mix 
of new and returning staff—a solid crew of 
former campers, seasoned camp veterans, 
and passionate outdoor enthusiasts. It’s 
going to be such a joy to see the community 

we know and love take new shape with this 
amazing team of young leaders, all ready to 
make a difference in the lives of the campers 
who will soon pass through our gates.

Looking Forward to a Summer with a Great Team
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

Worship at the cross in the meadow during the summer of 2024.

By Bjorn Christ

I am fortunate enough to 
call Christikon home, but 
it’s more than a place—it’s a 
people, a family.

My parents met while 
working on staff, and both 
my sister and I had the 
opportunity to experience 
Christikon as campers and counselors. I 
can confidently say that the relationships I 

built in the Boulder River Valley are ones 
that will last my entire life. These friend-
ships can stand the test of time because 
we are able to celebrate high points and 
navigate challenges with ease. It is this 
community of support that has allowed me 
to become the person I am today.

Christikon has provided me with in-
credibly unique opportunities to discover 
my gifts and put them into practice. I 
have become more confident in both my 
personal and professional life as a direct 

result of working with campers and fellow 
counselors. Beyond personal confidence, 
Christikon has allowed me to explore my 
own faith in deeply meaningful ways. I 
have a better understanding of who God is 
and how God is at work in my life because 
of my time at camp.

This has left me with a much more opti-
mistic view of the world and the role of the 
church in it. I will be forever grateful for 
the experiences I have had and the people I 
have met at Christikon.

Christikon Builds and Fosters Lifelong Relationships

BJORN 
CHRIST

FORMER STAFF

TARYN 
HAUGLIE

Heather and Taryn on the recruiting tour.



Our speaker this year is Rev. Dr. 
Dave Ellingson. Widely known as 
“The Paddle Pilgrim,” Dave has taught 
courses in spirituality, 
environmental ethics, 
human development, and 
youth ministry at Trinity 
Lutheran College in Ever-
ett, WA. He is the author 
of eight books, including 
three Paddle Pilgrim kayak 
adventures.

Dave’s exasperated mother used to 
tell her antsy son, “Go outside and play!” 
Maybe we all still need that prompt-
ing. Our Continuing Education retreat 

explores the meaning of and puts into 
practice those wise words.

Go… You will deepen your experi-
ence of the Great Commission of Jesus 
and follow him into the world.

Outside… You will go outdoors and 
experience God’s good creation in the 
wilderness, by the river, in the meadow.

Play… You will reconnect with your 
inner child and stretch your heart and 
mind through playful activities.

Continuing Ed runs July 28-31st and 
Mountain Weekend runs August 1-3.

Go to our website www.christikon.
org for more information and to regis-
ter.

Continuing Ed Retreat and Mountain Weekend

REV. DR. DAVE 
ELLINGSON

By Shawna Michelena

Recently, I was asked 
why I was interested in 
serving on the Christikon 
board. This made me 
reflect on my connection 
with Christikon and 
the influence that Bi-
ble camps have had on 
my life. Growing up in 
North Dakota during the 1980s, I found 
some of my most formative experiences 
came from Bible camp in small, peace-
ful places like Medora and Ekalaka. 
Surrounded by open skies, rolling hills, 
and the simplicity of nature, I began 
to understand something that would 
shape my perspective for years to come: 
the importance of getting away from 
distractions.

Those early camp days weren’t just 
about songs around the fire or hiking 
through the Badlands — though we did 
plenty of that. It was about disconnecting 
from the noise of daily life and recon-
necting with something deeper. Without 
television, phones, or busy schedules, we 
were left with conversation, quiet reflec-
tion, and spiritual growth. It taught me 
the value of slowing down and listening 
to nature, to others, and to God.

Now, as an adult and parent, I see 

that same lesson passed down to the 
next generation. All of my children have 
attended Christikon. When they return 
home, they talk not only about the 
mountain trails and new friendships, but 
about what it meant to truly unplug — to 
be present, to reflect, and to grow in their 
relationship with God.

In a world where constant connection 
can feel overwhelming, these experienc-
es serve as a reminder that some of the 
most meaningful connections happen 
when we step away. Bible camp, whether 
in the prairies of North Dakota or the 
mountains of Montana, continues to 
offer a timeless gift: the chance to be still, 
to listen, and to discover who we are in 
the absence of distraction.

Current Board List
President Derek Liggett, Roundup, MT
Treasurer Jessica Edwards, Rosemount, MN
Vice President Tim Erickson, Billings, MT
Secretary Miriam Schmidt, Gallatin Gateway, 
MT
Ben Quanbeck, Billings, MT
Dennis Trotter, Helena, MT
Darren Paulson, Billings, MT
Shawna Michelena, Banner, WY
Rachael Waller, Billings, MT
Paul Waldum, Livingston, MT
Corey Johnson, Bozeman, MT
Scott Higinbotham, Bozeman, MT

Meet Our Two Newest Board Members
NEW BOARD MEMBER

SHAWNA 
MICHELENA

By Darren Paulson

In the moment, rarely are 
we aware of experiences that 
will set the course for our life. 
It is only upon reflection that 
we discover greater clarity on 
those formative events.

One such moment for me 
was the first time as a camper 
at Christikon in the summer 
of 1979. There are vivid memories of eager 
waiting to load the bus at Good Shepherd, 
some anxiety of finding and making friends, 
the ride up the Boulder River Road, excit-
ed chatter of more experienced campers 
calling out landmarks along the way, the 
first glimpse of camp when entering the 
meadow… and the welcome that would last 
a lifetime.

This was a clear bend in the arc of my life’s 
story that set me in a new direction: in faith, 
friendships, vocation, service, family, and 
much more. It has been an influential place in 
my life’s journey.

I’m delighted to return to the Board of Di-
rectors to serve as the mission of Christikon 
continues for future generations. My prayer 
is that Christikon will be an important place 
in the lives of others – a place that nurtures 
faith, deepens relationships, inspires service, 
and changes lives. And for all of you reading 
this, thank you for your part in it.

DARREN 
PAULSON

Campers and guests perambulate in the Lodge.



A Network of Support
The following is a listing of individuals contributing to Christikon the last 12 months. (not included here are congregational, fraternal, business or foundation gifts.)  
An * before the name includes gifts designated to the current capital campaign.

EAGLES ($5,000 and above)
Kristi Bummer.................................................Billings, MT
Melvin & Lois Hoiness Foundation Chris & Steve 
Hoiness...........................................................Billings, MT
Paul and Rachel Cox.....................................Billings, MT
Kyle and Heather Kepner......................... Brookings, SD
Chris and Amanda Kunard.......................San Diego, CA
Derek And Amanda Liggett.........................Roundup, MT
Lilah Meldahl...................................................Billings, MT
*Eric and Sue Nord.................................Phillipsburg, MT
Les and Diane Olive.................................. Brookings, SD
MOUNTAINEERS ($1,000 - $4,999)
Tadji and Matt Akhavan Smith.............. Minneapolis, MN
Mark and Beth Beenken.......................Eden Prairie, MN
Eric and Karen Beenken.................................Sidney, MT
Carol and Gene Blackwell........................Woodbury, MN
*Miriam Schmidt & Jeremy Blyth...Gallatin Gateway, MT
James and Cheryll Bratvold.....................Big Timber, MT
Ken and Elisa Carrothers...............................Billings, MT
Peter and Ann Christ........................... Little Canada, MN
Melanie Colusci..........................................Pittsburgh, PA
Susan and Doug Cornelius............................Billings, MT
Mark and Julie Cutler................Chattahoochee Hills, GA
Jim and Lana Donald...............................Ham Lake, MN
Mark and Julie Donald..............................San Diego, CA
Kevin Edberg............................................ Saint Paul, MN
*Kerry and Ed Ellertson....................................Laurel, MT
Mary Jo Erickson.....................................Saint Peter, MN
Nancy Fixen............................................... Brookings, SD
Cy and Danielle Fixen....................................Denver, CO
Fred and Barb Gaiser............................ Falcon Hgts, MN
*Ann Goplen...............................................Smithfield, UT
Phil Griffin.......................................................Billings, MT
David Griffin.............................................. Saint Paul, MN
Paul and Kay Hanson....................................Billings, MT
Ken and Terri Hatfield.....................................Billings, MT
Laurie Hornung...............................................Billings, MT
LaVonne Iverson............................................Billings, MT
Holly and Barry Jeide.................................Bozeman, MT
Diane Boyer Jerhoff........................................Billings, MT
Marvin and Beverly Johnson.....................Fort Peck, MT
Judy G. Johnson............................................Billings, MT
Corky and Lois Johnson............................Bozeman, MT

Paul and Kathy Kelker....................................Billings, MT
Everett Lindgren III................................. Shorewood, MN
Sylvia Lyngby..................................................Billings, MT
Dave and Cyndi Meldahl............................Bozeman, MT
Derek and Kris Olson..................................Stillwater, MN
*Dale and Anne Olson................................Bozeman, MT
Scott and Tezra Osthus......................... Minneapolis, MN
Robert Persoon.............................................. Tucson, AZ
*Andy Quanbeck........................................Shepherd, MT
Tim and Ashley Quanbeck..............................Hardin, MT
Ed and Darlene Selby....................................Billings, MT
Ursula Slovak.................................................Billings, MT
Barry Smith...............................................Clyde Park, MT
Jeff and Kate Smith......................................Stillwater, CT
Terry Steel.......................................................Billings, MT
Barbara and Nathan Swenson.........................Afton, MN
Ashley Thompson.....................................Columbus, MT
Darryl and Linda Thompson......................Bozeman, MT
Margit Thorndal................................................Laurel, MT
Mark Viste...........................................Brooklyn Park, MN
Paul Waldum.............................................Livingston, MT
Rachael and John Waller...............................Billings, MT
Laura and Jeff Welciek.............................Ham Lake, MN
Cathy and Dan Wiltgen............................Absarokee, MT
Mary and Ben Buntjer ...................................Billings, MT
Anonymous........................................... Chisago City, MN
EXPLORERS ($500 - $999)
Oddlaug & Donald Anderson.....................Bozeman, MT
Jerald and June Berve...................................Billings, MT
Jeffrey and Kristin Block........................ Minneapolis, MN
Darrell and Kathy Buszmann.........................Billings, MT
Rick and Libby Cameron...........................Bozeman, MT
*Sarah and Nick Cordray........................... Syracuse, NE
Kathy Cypher..................................................Billings, MT
Lyle and Julie Ewert.......................................Billings, MT
Doreen and John Gates.................................Billings, MT
Sydney Ruen and Jonah Gilbert................Chatfield, MN
Lois Gorseth...................................................Billings, MT
Roxanne and Ritt Hoblitt............................Bozeman, MT
Linka Holey..........................................Mounds View, MN
*Lana and Richard Johnson..........................Billings, MT
Ken and Catherine Laufmann...................Bozeman, MT
Tom and Ginger Leibli..........................Coon Rapids, MN

Travis and Kelli Lemke......................... Chanhassen, MN
Steve Loy........................................................Billings, MT
Joe Loy................................................. Safety Harbor, FL
Randy and Joan Mogen............................Livingston, MT
John and Gwynn Mundinger.........................Helena, MT
Jeff Murray......................................................Billings, MT
Paul and Susan Nelson........................Fergus Falls, MN
Gerald and LaVonne Nielsen.....................Bozeman, MT
John and Marilyn Olson..................................Sidney, MT
Richard and Barbara Olson...........................Billings, MT
Mark and Sara Olson..................................... Bagley, MN
Jana and John Evelsizer Olson.....................Decorah, IA
Rod and Marcia Olson...................................Helena, MT
Dale and Judy Peterson.................................Billings, MT
Terry and Susan Pletkovich......................... Nokomis, FL
Jack and Sue Prather................................Red lodge, MT
Francie Riemann..............................................Laurel, MT
Matthew and Erin Roe..................................Fletcher, NC
Mark Lingle and Marnie Sadlowsky...........Stamford, CT
Paul Schauer................................................... Wilton, ND
*Joshlyn and Scott Schlichter.................... Janesville, WI
Arlee and Barry Scott.....................................Billings, MT
Ruth and Bob Shuchardt.......................Greensboro, GA
Sara Smith...................................................Missoula, MT
Steve and Heidi Tjeltveit....................... Minneapolis, MN
Trina Johnsten and Dennis Trotter................Helena, MT
Judy Vinson.......................................................Cody, WY
Kayla Vrieze.....................................................Sarona, WI
Thomas and Kathleen Weichel.....................Billings, MT
Phil and Laura Wold................................... Sheridan, WY
Anonymous.....................................................Billings, MT
Anonymous..............................................East Aurora, NY
PROSPECTORS ($250 - $499)
Torrian and Tory Atkins...............................Bozeman, MT
Mona Clark.....................................................Billings, MT
*Steve and Rhonda Danielson............Saint Joseph, MN
Don and Marla De Shaw...........................Harlowton, MT
Bill and Evie Donald.................................Ham Lake, MN
Mark & Gem George.................................... McLeod, MT
Jen and Jon Gompert Nelson......................Poulsbo, WA
James Manolis and Emily Green.......... Minneapolis, MN
Elizabeth Liggett and Derek Grimmel...........Billings, MT
Don and Darlene Hackmann...........................Laurel, MT

Past 12 months

Join in the Christikon life!
... to awaken and nurture faith in Christ —

exploring God’s creation and the adventure of life together.



Dennis and Kit Hagenston.............................Billings, MT
Beverly Hancock............................................Billings, MT
Kriste and John Hardt...................................Littleton, CO
Marian Heinz...................................................Anoka, MN
Sara Hulsether.............................................. Madison, WI
Mac and Theresa Ketterling...........................Billings, MT
Deb and Steve Kind...............................Greenwood, MN
Susan Knudson.........................................Harlowton, MT
*Molly Kreatz...............................................Bozeman, MT
Vivian Linden..............................................Bozeman, MT
Tom and Jan Marshall............................Minnetonka, MN
Van and Cherye Pittack.................................Billings, MT
Kathy and Larry Quanbeck............................Billings, MT
Pamela and Rodney Rempt......................... Big Sky, MT
Julie Rowland............................................Woodburn, KY
Noah Rudi.........................................................Edina, MN
Katrina and Seth Rumage.............................Billings, MT
Janice Sanner..............................................Wayzata, MN
Will and Kaia Sappington...............................Horace, ND
Roger and Sharon Schatzke.........................Billings, MT
David Schmitt..............................................Mankato, MN
Matt Schultz....................................................Conifer, CO
Donell and Leslie Small..................................Billings, MT
Jody and Leesa Sundsted.............................Billings, MT
Nancy Thorson...............................................Billings, MT
Linda and Rick Troyer.....................................Hardin, MT
Kathryn and Mark Vitalis Hoffman................Hanover, PA
Julie and Eric Wahlborg......................... Sleepy Eye, MN
Marc Farley and Gretchen Weidenbach....San Jose, CA
Teague and Sara Westrope...........................Billings, MT
Marjorie Wilder..................................................Cody, WY
Tracy and Pam Willett....................................Billings, MT

Carla Zanfes...........................................Green Valley, AZ
Anonymous...............................................Big Timber, MT
TRAILBLAZERS ($100 - $249)
Eleanor Andersen...........................................Billings, MT
Jane Olson and Dan Badger..........................Duluth, MN
Janet Carlson and John Bailey..............Sacramento, CA
Peter Becken............................................Big Timber, MT
Robert Biegler............................................Woodbury, MN
Philip Bummer..............................................Glendale, AZ
Paul Bummer.................................................. Cortero, AZ
Carolyn Christianson......................................Billings, MT
John and Nancy Cook....................................Billings, MT
Judy and Frank Cosgriff...........................Big Timber, MT
Rene and Delphine Crothers...................Centennial, CO
Evelyn Damschen.................................................Vail, AZ
Kelly Dreier..................................................Waconia, MN
Jessica and Brian Edwards.......... Saratoga Springs, UT
Alice Eliason...................................................Billings, MT
Paul and Karen Everett............................Cheyenne, WY
Harold Everson...............................................Billings, MT
John Gaddo..............................................Lanesboro, MN
Janet and Terry Glenney................................Billings, MT
Bob and Dona Haines...................................Willmar, MN
Sally Hanson............................................Sioux Falls, SD
Patricia and John Hermanson...................Bozeman, MT
Heidi Hornung.............................................Bozeman, MT
Ron and Phyllis Jarrett.............................Big Timber, MT
Corey and Meredith Johnson....................Bozeman, MT
Steven and Anne Josephson.................Cumberland, WI
Laurie Jungling.........................................Great Falls, MT
Delores Kembel..............................................Billings, MT
Kathy and Dennis Kreatz........................ Red Lodge, MT
Sarah Liggett...............................................Roundup, MT

Tom and Dixie Liggett..................................Roundup, MT
Armand and Arle Lohof..................................Billings, MT
Mark and Rietta Malsom................................Billings, MT
Marilyn Maxa..................................................rainerd, MN
Chuck and Wanda McGregor.......................Roberts, MT
Dennis and Diana Midge........................The Villages, FL
Norm and Barb Moody............................. Shakopee, MN
Eric and Carol Olsen................................Big Timber, MT
Robert and Sylvia Peterson...........................Billings, MT
Dawn Petty.................................................Shepherd, MT
Angela and Jim Piper...................................Rockport, TX
Michael Piquette...........................................Trumbull, CT
Joanne Putzker..............................................Helena, MT
Mark and Carol Ramseth...........................Bozeman, MT
Gary and Janis Restad..................................Billings, MT
Laurie Riemann..............................................Billings, MT
Vickie Ripley.....................................................Laurel, MT
Julie and Daniel Rogness......................... Northfield, MN
Hugh Safford.................................................... Davis, CO
Lee and LaWanda Sherseth..........................Billings, MT
Alyssa Small...................................................Billings, MT
Kevin and Sarah Smith............................. Brookings, SD
Sarma Straumanis................................ Minneapolis, MN
Heidi and Jeff Thompson...................St. Louis Park, MN
Kathryn Tiede...............................................Braham, MN
Alan and Maria Tjeltveit...............................Allentown, PA
Judy Vogt........................................................ Powell, WY
Craig and Carrie Weber.............................Plymouth, MN
Beth Willis....................................................Wayzata, MN
Michael and Jo Young...............................Livingston, MT
Cheryl Alt............................................................ Joliet, MT
Stand and Jan Andrist......................................Fargo, ND
Anonymous............................................ Minneapolis, MN

Continued from previous page

Bernice Barsness
Francie Riemann..............................................Laurel, MT

John Barsness
Francie Riemann..............................................Laurel, MT

Christ’s name
Nick Neeb..................................................Harrisburg, SD

1992 Christikon staff
Noah Rudi.........................................................Edina, MN

the first Luther Lodge campers 
(before name changed to Christikon)

Carolyn Christianson......................................Billings, MT
Mark and Julie Donald

Dave and Cyndi Meldahl............................Bozeman, MT
Mark Donald

Armand and Arle Lohof..................................Billings, MT
Vickie Ripley.....................................................Laurel, MT
Julie and Daniel Rogness......................... Northfield, MN

Mark Donald’s 
leadership

Chris and Amanda Kunard.......................San Diego, CA
Kerry Ellertson

Judy G. Johnson............................................Billings, MT
Jim and Shirley Esp

Susan Knudson.........................................Harlowton, MT
Glen Fitchner

Francie Riemann..............................................Laurel, MT

Kent Haaland
Francie Riemann..............................................Laurel, MT

Betty Hart
Francie Riemann..............................................Laurel, MT

Heide Ramseth Hornung
Mark and Carol Ramseth...........................Bozeman, MT

Pastor Trina Johnsten at Christmas
Jerry Hoover...................................................Helena, MT

Melanie Mayes Kanuit
Francie Riemann..............................................Laurel, MT

Nikki MacMillan and doctors and donors 
who helped cure her leukemia

Judy Vogt........................................................ Powell, WY
our grandkids - Sofia, Luke and Owen

Dale and Sharlene Molyneaux......................Billings, MT
Boysen Olson

Roger Olson..........................................Park Rapids, MN
Robert and Amanda Peterson

Kathy Cypher..................................................Billings, MT
Sky  Melody Peterson

Kathy Cypher..................................................Billings, MT
Joan Propp

Francie Riemann..............................................Laurel, MT
Pastor Ben and Jen Quanbeck

Judy G. Johnson............................................Billings, MT

Steve Riemann
Francie Riemann..............................................Laurel, MT

Darold Ruff
Francie Riemann..............................................Laurel, MT

Darlene Selby
Ursula Slovak.................................................Billings, MT

Pastor Elzabeth Sillerud
Judy G. Johnson............................................Billings, MT

Joel Torres
Francie Riemann..............................................Laurel, MT

Pastor Tim Tostengard
Judy G. Johnson............................................Billings, MT

Trevor and Heidi VanderSteen
Kathy Cypher..................................................Billings, MT

Lee Wahlborg
Julie and Eric Wahlborg......................... Sleepy Eye, MN

Vern Waller
Francie Riemann..............................................Laurel, MT

Kathy Walton
Francie Riemann..............................................Laurel, MT

Andy and Grete Willis
Beth Willis....................................................Wayzata, MN

Preston Wilson
Kathy Cypher..................................................Billings, MT

Sheldon Wilson
Kathy Cypher..................................................Billings, MT

Gifts Celebrating Special People and Events — In Honor of:



Jack Albin
Cathy and Dan Wiltgen.......................Absarokee, MT

James Anderson
Gerald and LaVonne Nielsen................Bozeman, MT

Kenneth Beenken
Eric and Karen Beenken........................... Sidney, MT

Doug Brekke
Paul Bummer............................................Cortero, AZ

Geraldine Buntjer Kowo
Jerald and June Berve..............................Billings, MT
Bennie and Mary Buntjer..........................Billings, MT
Doreen and John Gates...........................Billings, MT
Lois Gorseth.............................................Billings, MT

Brian and Taylor Cook
John and Nancy Cook..............................Billings, MT

Brian Donald
Bill and Evie Donald........................... Ham Lake, MN

Fred and Viola Eliasson
Janet and Terry Glenney..........................Billings, MT

Dennis Erickson
Mary Jo Erickson............................... Saint Peter, MN
Kayla Vrieze............................................. Sarona, WI

Edie Evans
Kevin and Katrin Chandler..................Absarokee, MT

Dorothy Everson
Harold Everson.........................................Billings, MT

Lisa Griffin
David Griffin........................................ Saint Paul, MN

Delores Hagge
Connie Herberg....................................Shepherd, MT

James and Irene Hedegaard
Wayne and Linda Hoedt......................Columbus, OH

Gary Heidner
Ron and Maryann Conboy........................Billings, MT

Tiny Heinz
Sarma Straumanis............................Minneapolis, MN

Alf and Peg Hulteng
Cathy and Dan Wiltgen.......................Absarokee, MT

Charlotte Louk
Lynda Moore............................................Sun City, AZ

Jerry Lyngby
Sylvia Lyngby...........................................Billings, MT

Louis Maack
Chuck and Wanda McGregor..................Roberts, MT

Nancy Morris
Alice Eliason.............................................Billings, MT
Kerry and Ed Ellertson............................... Laurel, MT
Kay Grant.................................................Billings, MT
Cenra Weatherford.................................... Laurel, MT
Gary and Janis Restad.............................Billings, MT

Agnes Olsen
Donna and Roger Olsen........................Missoula, MT

Thomas Peace
Ashley Thompson................................Columbus, MT

Marc Priest
Arlene Priest.............................................Billings, MT

Robert Putzger
Joanne Putzker.........................................Helena, MT

Bob Quam
Marilyn Maxa......................................... Brainerd, MN
Julie and Daniel Rogness.................... Northfield, MN

Doris Wakefield Roots
Dallas Roots....................................... Big Timber, MT

Tim and Marvin Schock
Fern Schock.............................................Billings, MT

Molly Schultz
Matt Schultz..............................................Conifer, CO

Ron Slovak
Ursula Slovak...........................................Billings, MT

Jane Stene
Oddlaug & Donald Anderson................Bozeman, MT

Robert and Joyce Thompson
Darryl and Linda Thompson.................Bozeman, MT

Mollie Waldum
Kerry and Ed Ellertson............................... Laurel, MT
Corey and Meredith Johnson...............Bozeman, MT

Christikon’s Network of Support
Gifts from individuals, congregations and auxiliaries make it possible for Christikon to carry on the work it is called to do. In addition to undesignated gifts from member congregations, 
we acknowledge with gratitude all gifts listed in this newsletter including these memorial and honorary gifts received from October 16, 2024, through April 15, 2025.

“For all the saints who from their labors rest....your name, O Jesus, be forever blessed.” We join with others in remembering 
and giving thanks for those listed here:Memorial Gifts

Assistant Director
Kyle and Heather Kepner......................... Brookings, SD

Benefit Auction
Connie Hausauer...........................................Billings, MT
Jessica and Brian Edwards.......... Saratoga Springs, UT
Janis and Gary Restad..................................Billings, MT
Miriam Schmidt & Jeremy Blyth.....Gallatin Gateway, MT
Carol and Gene Blackwell........................Woodbury, MN

Benefit Auction Sponsor
Mary and Ben Buntjer ...................................Billings, MT
Doreen and John Gates.................................Billings, MT

Paul and Kathy Kelker....................................Billings, MT
Tracy and Pam Willett....................................Billings, MT

Brekke Bummer  
Staff Endowment

Lyle and Julie Ewert.......................................Billings, MT
Cheryl Pine Teleois.........................................Billings, MT
Rhonda Roberts.............................................Billings, MT
Donell and Leslie Small..................................Billings, MT
Peace Lutheran Church ................................Billings, MT
Kristi Bummer.................................................Billings, MT
Paul Bummer.................................................. Tucson, AZ
Philip Bummer..............................................Glendale, AZ

 

Cabin Renovation
LCGS Endowment Trust ...............................Billings, MT
ALC Mission Endowment Trust ....................Billings, MT

Camp Improvements and Equipments
Bennie and Mary Buntjer...............................Billings, MT
Kriste and John Hardt...................................Littleton, CO
Jan Lumsden........................................Bonney Lake, WA
Vickie Ripley.....................................................Laurel, MT
Robert and Glennine Schoen.........................Hardin, MT
Ruth and Bob Shuchardt.......................Greensboro, GA
Linda and Rick Troyer.....................................Hardin, MT

 

Directed Gifts:

Directed Gifts continued on next page

A backpacking group bushwhacks on the Lake Plateau.



Camp Scholarships
Dale and Sharlene Molyneaux......................Billings, MT
Jim and Karen Carlson........................ Chisago City, MN
Carla Zanfes...........................................Green Valley, AZ

CLC Fund
Thrivent Meredith Johnson Fund...................... Bozeman
William and Blanche Hetzel Foundation, Inc................... 	
........................................................................Billings, MT

DD Scholarships
Rick and Libby Cameron...........................Bozeman, MT
Marilyn Maxa............................................... Brainerd, MN

Generator
Darrell and Kathy Buszmann.........................Billings, MT
Molly Kreatz................................................Bozeman, MT
Derek And Amanda Liggett.........................Roundup, MT
Vivian Linden..............................................Bozeman, MT
Hugh Safford.................................................... Davis, CO

Improvements/Equipment
Dennis and Diana Midge........................The Villages, FL

Scholarship
Cathy and Dan Wiltgen............................Absarokee, MT
Jim and Karen Carlson........................ Chisago City, MN
Mary Jo Erickson.....................................Saint Peter, MN
Connie Herberg..........................................Shepherd, MT

Roxanne and Ritt Hoblitt............................Bozeman, MT
Melvin & Lois Hoiness Foundation Chris & Steve 
Hoiness...........................................................Billings, MT
Laurie Jungling.........................................Great Falls, MT
Everett Lindgren III................................. Shorewood, MN
Nick Neeb..................................................Harrisburg, SD
Roger Olson..........................................Park Rapids, MN
Dale and Judy Peterson.................................Billings, MT
Cenra Weatherford...........................................Laurel, MT

Sojourners
John and Nancy Cook....................................Billings, MT
Carol Dale.......................................................Billings, MT

Thrivent Choice donors from April 
15, 2024 and April 15, 2025, for a total of 
$5,931. 

Gina Allen...................................................Bozeman, MT
Kelly Kaiser Borning.....................................Chandler, AZ
Terry Kaiser Borning.....................................Chandler, AZ
Cheryll Bratvold........................................Big Timber, MT
Gayle Bummer...............................................Billings, MT
Elisa and Ken Carrothers...............................Billings, MT
Mona Clark.....................................................Billings, MT
Kathleen Cypher.............................................Billings, MT
Erin M. Debates........................................Sioux Falls, SD
Jim and Lana Donald...............................Ham Lake, MN
Mark and Julie Donald .............................San Diego, CA
Marc Farley..................................................San Jose, CA
Tyann Folkerts........................................... Brookings, SD
Phyllis Friesz.............................................Great Falls, MT
John R. Gates.................................................Billings, MT

Ann Goplen................................................ Zumbrota, MN
Jo Ann and John Hillard..................... Overland Park, KS
Kathryn A. Tiede...........................................Braham, MN
LaVonne A  Iverson........................................Billings, MT
Ron and Kathy Jensen....................................Austin, MN
Annette and Dennis Jensen...................Bellingham, WA
Corky and Lois Johnson............................Bozeman, MT
Eric Johnson...............................................Bozeman, MT
Steven Josephson and Anne Saetre Josephson............ 	
................................................................... Eau Claire, WI
Judith and LeRoy Knote.................................Billings, MT
Joy Lindberg...................................................Billings, MT
Karl Loch.........................................................Billings, MT
Dale and Anne Olson.................................Bozeman, MT

Jana M Evelsizer Olson.................................Decorah, IA
Joanne and Rob Putzker............................. Stockett, MT
Tom and Sandie Quam........................South Jordan, UT
Ben and Jen Quanbeck.................................Billings, MT
Larry Quanbeck..............................................Billings, MY
Rich Reid................................................... Brookings, SD
Karl Rosenau.........................................Moose Lake, MN
Neal and Mary Ruedisili.................................Helena, MT
Shaun Seedhouse..........................................Billings, MT
Charlene and Jerome Short......................Bozeman, MT
Marvin Dale Tjaden................................... Brookings, SD
Larry Tjeltveit and Joanne Yamamoto............... APO, AE
Alan and Maria Tjeltveit...............................Allentown, PA
Laurel and Brian Van Meveren.....Colorado Springs, CO
Judy Vinson.......................................................Cody, WY
Phil Wold..................................................... Sheridan, WY
Brian and Laurel Van Meveren.....Colorado Springs, CO
Laura Welciek...............................................Andover, MN
Grete Willis...................................................Wayzata, MN

Thanks for choosing Christikon with Thrivent Choice

Todd and Linda Baugh..............................Billings, MT
Kevin and Katrin Chandler..................Absarokee, MT
Ron and Maryann Conboy........................Billings, MT
Carol Dale.................................................Billings, MT
Jerilyn and Keith DuKart...........................Billings, MT
Garry and Lori Fink...................................Billings, MT
Kay Grant.................................................Billings, MT
Jake Greeneway..................................... Madison, WI
Mari Hamm............................. Wh Suplhur Sprgs, MT
Gerald and Janice Hauge................... Big Timber, MT
Connie Hausauer......................................Billings, MT
Frank & Mary Hemphill.............................Billings, MT
Connie Herberg....................................Shepherd, MT

Wayne and Linda Hoedt........................Colmbus, OH
Jerry Hoover.............................................Helena, MT
Steven Larsen...............................White Salmon, WA
Jan Lumsden..................................Bonney Lake, WA
Bernie Mason...........................................Billings, MT
Joycelyn and Steven Matheson................Mound, MN
Jeff Matulevich.......................................... Denton, TX
Dale and Sharlene Molyneaux.................Billings, MT
Lynda Moore............................................Sun City, AZ
Nick Neeb............................................Harrisburg, SD
Donna and Roger Olsen........................Missoula, MT
Roger Olson.................................... Park Rapids, MN
Darren and Trudi Paulson.........................Billings, MT

Cheryl Pine Teleois...................................Billings, MT
Jamie and Greta Ponce...................Highland Park, IL
Arlene Priest.............................................Billings, MT
Rhonda Roberts.......................................Billings, MT
Dallas Roots....................................... Big Timber, MT
Fern Schock.............................................Billings, MT
Robert and Glennine Schoen....................Hardin, MT
Paul and Deb Sutton.............................Mankato, MN
Noel and Sarah Larsen Tade..................Windom, MN
Cenra Weatherford.................................... Laurel, MT
Heather and Matt Wigdahl................. Menomonie, WI
Jenny and Dan Woods.......................Great Falls, MT
Michael Yeakey......................................... Goshen, IN
Anonymous..........................................Uniontown, PA

Other Gifts to be Used Where Needed:

Directed Gifts continued from previous page

Supplies for Main Lodge 
Kitchen Cabinet Doors

Steve Loy..................................................Billings, MT
Joe Loy........................................... Safety Harbor, FL

Business cards for Heather valued
Tadji Akhavan and Matt Smith..........Minneapolis, MN

Auction gift cards
Carol and Gene Blackwell...................Woodbury, MN

Hospitality supplies
Jake Greeneway..................................... Madison, WI

Camp Supplies
Ken and Terri Hatfield...............................Billings, MT

Exec. Dir. Process
Dennis Trotter and Trin Johnsten.............Helena, MT

Auction basket
Miriam Schmidt......................... Gallatin Gateway, MT
Jessica Edwards..............................  Rosemount. MN

In-Kind Gifts



Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Billings, MT 59101

Permit Number 1126

Christikon
Lutheran Bible Camp Inc.
1108 24th Street West
Billings, MT 59102 3801

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

 
   

To send a gift to Christikon, include this form 
with your check and mail it to:
	 Christikon
	 1108 24th St. W.
	 Billings, MT 59102
Or make a gift online at christikon.org

Congregation

Email

City, State, ZIP

Address

Name(s)

To support the special ministry of Christikon, enclosed in a gift of: 
o$600	 o$480	  o$300	 o$250	 o$100	 o

This gift is:
o for membership in the Christikon Trailblazers Club
o to be used wherever it is needed o for camping scholarships for at-risk youth
o for camp improvements/equipment o for other need-based scholarships

This gift is given:
o in memory of
o in honor of

o Please send acknowledgment to 

*Your name(s) will not be listed in published “thank you” listings.
o Please keep this gift anonymous.*

To give online, visit 
christikon.org/give

oo for Capital Campaign


