
Almost a month ago (as of this writing) 
I said goodbye to most of our summer 
staff, and soon Julie and I pack up our 
belongings and leave Billings and Montana 
after close to 20 years living 
here.

There are a host of 
emotions ranging from 
immense gratitude to deep 
sadness. Reflecting on just 
shy of 12 years in this role, 
a few highs and lows to 
share.

Christikon is blessed 
with incredible full-time staff. Kerry 
Ellertson is a huge gift, and though I 
often joke she’s the reason anything gets 
done around here, in reality her absolute 
competence and organization do indeed 
keep us on the rails. More recently the ad-
dition of Taryn Hauglie in the brand new 

Assistant Director role meant we could 
both broaden and re-imagine the ministry 
options we offer. Both of these talent-
ed women remain to help usher camp 
through the leadership transition.

I had the privilege of working with 
close to 150 summer staff over my 11 sea-
sons. They brought passion and dedication 
and a host of gifts to bear as we welcomed 
guests to the Christikon life. One of my 
great joys has been witnessing them grow 
in faith and confidence in their abilities 
as summer staff, and then watching as 
they engaged the world with those same 
gifts. As we often say, our first job as camp 
staff is to create powerful ministry for our 
guests, but a close second is establishing 
intentional, safe, and engaging community 
for our summer staff so they can thrive 

1108 24th Street West  |  Billings, Montana 59102  |  406-656-1969  |  christikon.org

TRAILblazer
Fall 2024

FAREWELL FROM THE DIRECTOR

‘Beyond Thankful’ for 12 Years

Back (L-R): Mark Donald, Lawton Hervey, Trygve Schmid, Sam Rudi, Noah Rudi, Marshall Olinger, August Hermanson, Boysen Olson, Lee Wahlborg, Bjorn Christ, Jared Campbell 
Front: Taryn Hauglie, Abby Carlson, Ingrid Gamson, Caroline Slocum, Kayla Moe, Eleanor Pancoast, Hannah Van Meveren, Anna Pancoast, Elia Brockman, Echo Miller, 
Doretta Johnson 

2024 STAFF
Director continued on the next page

MARK 
DONALD

2024 Christikon Board 
Gratitude for Mark’s 
Service to Christikon

The Board would like to express our 
deep gratitude to Pastor Mark Donald 
for his 11-year tenure as Christikon’s 
Executive Director. Pastor Mark had 
big shoes to fill after the decades-long 
leadership of Pastor Bob Quam, but he 
rose to the challenge and shone. With 
faith and passion, he embraced the 
Christikon culture so lovingly tended 
by Bob. But Mark also brought nec-
essary changes to camp, traveling far 
and wide to deepen relationships with 
congregations and specific donors. At 
the critical beginnings of the COVID-19 
epidemic, he encouraged camp to stay 
open, making a remarkable difference in 
the lives of so many staff and guests. He 
was a pastor, year after year, to so many 
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and truly live into who God created them 
to be.

To all my staff, thank you and God 
bless you.

Another high is all the folks I’ve gotten 
to know when they visited us at camp 
and when I got to visit them in their 
home settings. While all the travel that 
comes with this position could be tiring, 
I mostly found it immensely satisfying 
and life-giving as I visited donors, new 
and longtime user congregations, and 
the various other groups and places I was 
called to represent Christikon’s ministry. 
The increased emphasis on off-season 
travel was a big addition to the position, 
but we’ve found the time/effort/money 
dedicated to it brought a huge return on 
investment and allowed us to expand our 
witness and outreach.

And then there’s the camp itself. The 
chance to help grow a mission and out-
reach that has so impacted my faith and 
life, as well as that of my family, has simply 
been incredible. I am well aware oppor-
tunities like this are rare, and I consider 
myself extremely fortunate to have played 
a part in a ministry that is so important 
to the Church and the world. As I have 
said in other settings, there are a lot of 
things the ELCA does well, but outdoor 
ministry ranks right up there as one of the 
best things we offer. It takes a tremendous 
amount of time and work and money to 
maintain and grow a camp, but again the 
return on investment makes it well worth 
the cost.

All this isn’t to say it’s always been easy, 
and there were lows that accompanied the 

highs. Most notably was working through 
pandemic years, though in a strange way 
that also is a high in that we were able 
to remain open and provide community 
and connection to staff and guests that 
desperately needed something more than 
isolation and Zoom calls that pervaded the 
time.

There were also times when staffing 

took extra work, or when the 4:30 a.m. 
alarm to catch the third (or fourth or fifth) 
flight of the month was unwelcome. But 
overall the pros vastly outweighed the 
cons, and I always knew the work I/we did 
was meaningful and needed.

I could go on and on, but suffice it 
to say my time as Executive Director of 
Christikon will go down as a highlight of 
my professional and personal life. We have 
great leadership in place, and I’m confident 
the camp’s next Director inherits a solid 
and healthy ministry and will be able to 
hit the ground running. At the last, I am 
beyond thankful for my time here and 
for all the ways you have supported and 
prayed for me and for Christikon. I hope 
you’ll continue to do so, and I’m excited to 
see where God leads us next.

Continued blessings, and farewell until 
our paths cross again.

— Mark

Guests and staff gather in the Lodge for Compline during the 2024 former staff retreat.

Word from the director by Mark Donald continued from previous page

You may be wondering, “Who’s going 
to pick up where Pastor Mark Donald left 
off and lead Christikon into the future?” 
We are in the process of finding the right 
person! 

The Board appointed a Transition 
Task Force this summer to assess the 
mission of Christikon and determine our 
hopes for new leadership. We consulted 
Lutheran Outdoor Ministries, sketched 
out potential timelines, and drafted a new 

Executive Director job description, which 
we made public at the end of August.

The search for potential candidates is 
now open! A Call Committee — includ-
ing lay and ordained persons, board and 
former staff members — is in the process 
of reviewing applications and preparing 
for interviews. We are excited to see where 
the Holy Spirit will lead us in the weeks 
and months ahead. Please keep the search 
process in your prayers.

In the Search for New Leadership, 
We Put Our Trust in the Holy Spirit

Registration for 2025 
Opens January 2!

We have the 2025 Camp Season up 
on our website www.christikon.org and 
will open registrations on January 2.

If you are a group and know what 
week you want to reserve call the Chris-
tikon office.

We are looking forward to seeing 
you at camp in 2025!

summer staff members, training them in 
countless skills and nurturing their faith in 
Christ. And he helped to build a diverse and 
committed Board.  

We will miss Pastor Mark Donald in so 
many places: Leading campfire worship with 
his guitar; laughing loud and long on the 
deck; figuring out Plan C by 9 a.m.; and of 
course, pouring tea and coffee at countless 
Christikon meals! 

Dear Mark, good and faithful servant, we 
will miss you heartily, but we are so excited for 
this next stage of your journey in California 
with Julie. Farewell and Godspeed. 

— From the Christikon Board 
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By Taryn Hauglie
Assistant Director

This summer, we started a new pro-
gram at Christikon, and that is our 
Christikon Leadership Camp (CLC). We 
received grants from Lutheran Church of 
the Good Shepherd (Billings), American 
Lutheran Church (Billings), and the Hetzel 
Foundation to kick-start this program. 
CLC is for high school youth to assist with 
our camp for adults with developmental 
disabilities. In the application process, we 

looked for people with high levels of ma-
turity, leadership experience, and a desire 
to work with people with developmental 
disabilities.

Our CLC campers, Ella from Billings 
and Liam from West Yellowstone, helped 
the summer staff organize and run DD 
camp; they helped in the dish room, they 
assisted our health care officers immensely 
with medication distribution, they jumped 
into the carnival and Olympics, and were 
stellar in helping a small staff in a big 
camp. They were both incredible partici-

pants and a huge help to our staff, not to 
mention willing guinea pigs for this pilot 
season. We could not have asked for better 
participants in this first year!

As we look to the future with this 
program, I’m excited to see the Christikon 
Leadership Camp grow from here. There’s 
a lot of excitement bubbling up that will 
undoubtedly make this a solid new pro-
gram within our existing summer season!

We will be opening applications for 
prospective CLC participants in January 
for the 2025 season.

New Christikon Leadership Camp a Success

By Pastor Phil Wold

I serve Trinity Lutheran Church in Sher-
idan, Wyoming, one of the 37 congrega-
tions that are a part of Christikon. I had the 
privilege of serving on the 
Christikon Board for 9 years, 
and it has been a joy to be a 
part of this important minis-
try in this way. I am con-
tinually impressed with the 
very wonderful people who 
have committed their time 
to the ministry of our camp 
with generous sharing of their considerable 
gifts. I have said often that the Christikon 
Board has been a standout in my experience 
in our Church.

As I come to the end of my tenure, I 
believe that Christikon is in a very great 
place to continue serving as an important 
place of faith formation, enrichment and 
growth. As we all know, Christikon is in a 
most beautiful part of God’s creation. It is 

a wonderful setting for us to gather and to 
renew faith. More importantly, Christikon 
has wonderful people who serve in so many 
ways to provide a life changing camp expe-
rience for our youth, and for all who are a 
part of the Christikon life.

Christikon has a history of great leader-
ship, and we can rest assured that our As-
sistant Director Taryn Hauglie and our Ad-
ministrative Assistant Kerry Ellertson will 
continue to provide their amazing guidance 
for us as we continue our ministry.

At the same time, I am excited for 
whomever receives the call to carry on 
Christikon’s legacy as the next director. 
Our facilities are in fine shape, our mission 
is clear, and we can count on having anoth-
er year with extraordinary young men and 
women serving as counselors to be a part of 
enriching the lives of those who are blessed 
to be there.

I am grateful for this time on the Board, 
and will continue to rejoice in the good 
things going on at our camp.

Messages of Thanks from Outgoing Board Members

PHIL WOLD

By Dave Meldahl

Summer 1977…that was 47 years 
ago and my first trip down that rib-
bon of dirt and rock that some call a 
road. Little did I know 
that as a first-time 
camper while at West 
High School that God 
was bringing me into 
a place, a community, 
and a ministry that 
would mean so much 
to me over these many 
decades. I remember climbing Mon-
ument Peak on that first trip, joined 
by other kids, our counselor, and Bob 
Quam too. To get a glimpse of God’s 
majestic handiwork from that vantage 
point was incredibly powerful for me.

I knew then that working at camp 
was in my future. I needed more of 
this! I needed more community, more 
depth to my faith, more opportu-
nities to experience God’s grace for 
me and through me to others. I then 
spent two amazing summers on staff, 
summers that I treasure to this day. 
The Christikon journey enriched my 
understanding of how God works 
through community, nature, and 
shared experiences.

I continued in community when I 
joined the board six years ago. It has 
been an honor to serve this incredible 
ministry alongside others who share 
a passion for Christikon and the role 
it plays in shaping the faith journeys 
of those fortunate to bump along that 
road to a camp unlike any other.

DAVE 
MELDAHL

A rainbow soars over camp this summer.



A Network of Support
The following is a listing of individuals contributing to Christikon the last 12 months. (Not included here are congregational, fraternal, business or foundation gifts.) An * after 
the name includes gifts designated to the current capital campaign.

EAGLES ($5,000 and above)
Paul and Rachel Cox.....................................Billings, MT
Jim and Lana Donald...............................Ham Lake, MN
Mark and Julie Donald...................................Billings, MT
Kyle and Heather Kepner......................... Brookings, SD
Chris and Amanda Kunard.......................San Diego, CA
*Lilah Meldahl.................................................Billings, MT
*Eric and Sue Nord.................................Phillipsburg, MT
Dave and Rachel Olson..........................Bellingham, WA
MOUNTAINEERS ($1,000 - $4,999)
*Tadji and Matt Akhavan Smith............. Minneapolis, MN
Marty and Brenda Ambuehl...........................Billings, MT
*John and Joann Amend............................Bozeman, MT
Mark and Beth Beenken................................Billings, MT
Eric and Karen Beenken.................................Sidney, MT
*Miriam Schmidt and Jeremy Blythe................................ 	
........................................................Gallatin Gateway, MT
Gayle Bummer...............................................Billings, MT
Kristi Bummer.................................................Billings, MT
Darrell and Kathy Buszmann.........................Billings, MT
Jim and Karen Carlson........................ Chisago City, MN
Ken and Elisa Carrothers...............................Billings, MT
Melanie Colusci..........................................Pittsburgh, PA
Mark and Julie Cutler................Chattahoochee Hills, GA
Kevin Edberg..................................White Bear Lake, MN
*Kerry and Ed Ellertson....................................Laurel, MT
Tim and Christina Erickson............................Billings, MT
Paul and Nancy Fixen............................... Brookings, SD
Cy and Danielle Fixen....................................Denver, CO
Frederick and Barbara Gaiser.............. Falcon Hgts, MN
*Ann Goplen...............................................Smithfield, UT
Phil Griffin.......................................................Billings, MT
David Griffin.............................................. Saint Paul, MN
Paul Hanson........................................Mounds View, MN
Paul and Kay Hanson....................................Billings, MT
Ken and Terri Hatfield.....................................Billings, MT
Roxanne and Ritt Hoblitt............................Bozeman, MT
Chris and Tracy Hoiness................................Billings, MT
Laurie Hornung...............................................Billings, MT
Holly and Barry Jeide.................................Bozeman, MT
Chad and Carolyn Jerdee...........................St Charles, IL
Diane Boyer Jerhoff........................................Billings, MT
Marvin and Beverly Johnson.....................Fort Peck, MT

*Lana and Richard Johnson..........................Billings, MT
Corky and Lois Johnson............................Bozeman, MT
Judy G. Johnson............................................Billings, MT
Paul and Kathy Kelker....................................Billings, MT
Tom and Ginger Leibli..........................Coon Rapids, MN
Everett Lindgren III................................. Shorewood, MN
Steve and Martha Loy....................................Billings, MT
Joe Loy................................................. Safety Harbor, FL
Tibby Lyngby..................................................Billings, MT
Karen and Dick Mcomish...............................Billings, MT
*Dave and Cyndi Meldahl..........................Bozeman, MT
Les and Diane Olive.................................. Brookings, SD
Rodney and Marcia Olson.............................Helena, MT
Derek and Kris Olson..................................Stillwater, MN
Scott and Tezra Osthus......................... Minneapolis, MN
Robert J. Persoon.......................................... Tucson, AZ
Tim and Ashley Quanbeck..............................Hardin, MT
Ed and Darlene Selby....................................Billings, MT
Barry Smith...............................................Clyde Park, MT
Jeff and Kate Smith.....................................Stillwater, MN
John Standish.................................................Billings, MT
Terry Steel.......................................................Billings, MT
Nathan and Barbara Swenson.......................Bafton, MN
Kent and Kathy Jo Taylor.......................Watford City, ND
Trina Johnsten and Dennis Trotter................Helena, MT
Rachael and John Waller...............................Billings, MT
Laura and Jeff Welciek.............................Ham Lake, MN
Dan and Cathy Wiltgen............................Absarokee, MT
Carla Zanfes...........................................Green Valley, AZ
Tracy and Pam Willett....................................Billings, MT
Anonymous......................................................Duluth, MN
Anonymous.....................................................Billings, MT
EXPLORERS ($500 - $999)
Donald and Oddlaug Anderson.................Bozeman, MT
John V. Hanson and Deborah Anspach........Billings, MT
Jeff and Kristin Block............................. Minneapolis, MN
Mary and Bennie Buntjer...............................Billings, MT
Peter and Anne Christ......................... Little Canada, MN
*Sarah and Nick Cordray........................... Syracuse, NE
Susan and Doug Cornelius............................Billings, MT
Kathy Cypher..................................................Billings, MT
Lyle and Julie Ewert.......................................Billings, MT
John and Doreen Gates.................................Billings, MT

Gem and Mark George................................ McLeod, MT
Sydney Ruen and Jonah Gilbert................Chatfield, MN
Jen and Jon Gompert Nelson......................Poulsbo, WA
Lois Gorseth...................................................Billings, MT
Connie Herberg..........................................Shepherd, MT
Ken and Stephanie Johnson...............Coon Rapids, MN
Kathleen and Dennis Kreatz................... Red Lodge, MT
Ken and Catherine Laufmann...................Bozeman, MT
Travis and Kelli Lemke......................... Chanhassen, MN
Emily Green and Jim Manolis............... Minneapolis, MN
Randy and Joan Mogen............................Livingston, MT
Mary Mosdal...................................................Billings, MT
Gwynn and John Mundinger.........................Helena, MT
Jeff Murray......................................................Billings, MT
Sandra and Paul Nelson.......................Fergus Falls, MN
Gerald and LaVonne Nielsen.....................Bozeman, MT
Marilyn Olson...................................................Sidney, MT
Joyce Olson................................................Bozeman, MT
Richard and Barbara Olson...........................Billings, MT
Mark and Sara Olson..................................... Bagley, MN
Jana and John Evelsizer Olson.....................Decorah, IA
Dale and Judy Peterson.................................Billings, MT
Ben and Jen Quanbeck.................................Billings, MT
*Andy Quanbeck........................................Shepherd, MT
Francie Riemann..............................................Laurel, MT
Jay and Suzanne Rudi.....................................Edina, MN
Mark Lingle and Marnie Sadlowsky...........Stamford, CT
*Joshlyn and Scott Schlichter.................... Janesville, WI
Barry and Arlee Scott.....................................Billings, MT
Ursula Slovak.................................................Billings, MT
Margit Thorndal................................................Laurel, MT
Judy C. Vinson..................................................Cody, WY
Kayla Vrieze.....................................................Sarona, WI
Anonymous..............................................East Aurora, NY
PROSPECTORS ($250 - $499)
Dariush Akhavan................................... Minneapolis, MN
Stan and Jan Andrist........................................Fargo, ND
Sara Hulsether and John Brugge................ Madison, WI
Dennis and Ann Christ............................. Saint Paul, MN
Mona Clark.....................................................Billings, MT
Don and Marla DeShaw............................Harlowton, MT
Bill and Evie Donald.................................Ham Lake, MN
Jane Doran.....................................................Billings, MT

Past 12 months

Join in the Christikon life!
... to awaken and nurture faith in Christ —

exploring God’s creation and the adventure of life together.



Robert and Bonnie Eichenberger..............Bozeman, MT
Don and Darlene Hackmann...........................Laurel, MT
Beverly Hancock............................................Billings, MT
Emily and Dallas Harder..............................Brandon, SD
Kriste and John Hardt...................................Littleton, CO
Marian Heinz...................................................Anoka, MN
Linka Holey..........................................Mounds View, MN
Sue Knudson.............................................Harlowton, MT
Jenny and Mike Kunka.............................Great Falls, MT
Derek and Amanda Liggett.........................Roundup, MT
Tom and Jan Marshall............................Minnetonka, MN
Peter and Ashley Olsen..............................Missoula, MT
Van and Cheryle Pittack.................................Billings, MT
Sue and Terry Pletkovich.............................Sarasota, FL
Jack and Sue Prather.............................. Red Lodge, MT
Kathy and Larry Quanbeck............................Billings, MT
Pamela and Rodney Rempt......................... Big Sky, MT
Matthew and Erin Roe..................................Fletcher, NC
Julie and Dan Rogness............................. Northfield, MN
Julie Rowland............................................Woodburn, KY
Janice Sanner..............................................Wayzata, MN
Will and Kaia Sappington...............................Horace, ND
Roger and Sharon Schatzke.........................Billings, MT
David Schmitt..............................................Mankato, MN
Donell and Leslie Small..................................Billings, MT
Alyssa Small...................................................Billings, MT
Sara Smith...................................................Missoula, MT
Nancy Thorson...............................................Billings, MT
Robin and Paul Vander Voort.......................Ashburn, VA
Kathy and Mark Vitalis Hoffman...................Hanover, PA
Marc Farley and Gretchen Weidenbach....San Jose, CA
Sara and Teague Westrope...........................Billings, MT
Marjorie Wilder..................................................Cody, WY
Anonymous...............................................Big Timber, MT

TRAILBLAZERS ($100 - $249)
Bonnie Ambuehl.............................................Billings, MT
Eleanor Andersen...........................................Billings, MT
Jane and Dan Badger Olson..........................Duluth, MN
Janet Carlson and John Bailey..............Sacramento, CA
Peter Becken............................................Big Timber, MT
Corrine Becken.........................................Big Timber, MT
Robert Biegler............................................Woodbury, MN
Rosalind Bulger..............................................Billings, MT
Paul Bummer.................................................. Tucson, AZ
Caitlin and Ryan Bummer Colbert.................Billings, MT
Carolyn Christianson......................................Billings, MT
John and Nancy Cook....................................Billings, MT
Judy and Frank Cosgriff.................................. Big Timber
Rene and Delphine Crothers...................Centennial, CO
Evelyn Damschen.................................................Vail, AZ
Mary Danielson-Gates..................................Kenyon, MN
Alec Donald........................................... Minneapolis, MN
Jen and James Downs Taber....................Shawmut, MT
Kelly Dreier..................................................Waconia, MN
Jessica and Brian Edwards.......... Saratoga Springs, UT
Alice Eliason...................................................Billings, MT
Mary Jo Erickson.....................................Saint Peter, MN
Edith A. Evans..........................................Absarokee, MT
Harold Everson...............................................Billings, MT
Kay Grant........................................................Billings, MT
Kit and Dennis Hagenston.............................Billings, MT
*Bob and Dona Haines.................................Willmar, MN
Gordon and Bev Haugen...........................Bozeman, MT
Linda and Vern Heisler...............................Fromberg, MT
John and Patricia Hermanson........................... Boise, ID
Murray and Miriam Jensen.................New Brighton, MN
Steven and Anne Saetre Josephson........ Eau Claire, WI
Laurie Jungling.........................................Great Falls, MT
Delores Kembel..............................................Billings, MT
Mac and Theresa Ketterling...........................Billings, MT

Steve and Deb Kind...............................Greenwood, MN
Caleb and Kristin Lande.................................Billings, MT
Kristen Larsen.......................................... Saint Paul, MN
Sarah and Noel Larsen-Tade.......................Windom, MN
Ernest and Stella Liebenow......................Livingston, MT
Vivian Linden...................................................Wilsall, MT
Coralie and Gerald Linder..............................Billings, MT
Mark and Rietta Malsom................................Billings, MT
Jeff Matulevich................................................ Denton, TX
Jeanne McCoskery........................................Helena, MT
Janine McNulty.......................................... Shell Lake, WI
Dale and Sharlene Molyneaux......................Billings, MT
Malcolm Moore...........................................Plymouth, MN
John Gaddo and Nancy North.................Lanesboro, MN
Dave and John Odenbach Stefany...... Minneapolis, MN
Eric Olsen.................................................Big Timber, MT
Joanne Putzker..............................................Helena, MT
Janis and Gary Restad..................................Billings, MT
Laurie Riemann..............................................Billings, MT
Bill and Deb Roberts...............................Mahtomedi, MN
Rachel and Tom Savageau.....................Alexandria, MN
Gloria Schaller...........................................Woodbury, MN
Matt Schreiber........................................... Brookings, SD
Lee and LaWanda Sherseth..........................Billings, MT
Tim and Karen Smith  Miller..................... Saint Paul, MN
Lisa and Cooper Stewart................. Pelican Rapids, MN
Sarma Straumanis................................ Minneapolis, MN
Kathryn Tiede...............................................Braham, MN
Heidi and Jeff Thompson...................St. Louis Park, MN
Alan and Maria Tjeltveit...............................Allentown, PA
Steve and Heidi Tjeltveit....................... Minneapolis, MN
Linda and Rick Troyer.....................................Hardin, MT
Lynne Wachter...................................Colorado Spgs, CO
Elizabeth Ann Willis.....................................Wayzata, MN
Anonymous...................................................Trumbull, CT
Anonymous................................................Uniontown, PA

Continued from previous page

Rhoda Burger in honor of 102nd birthday

Kathy and Dennis Kreatz........................ Red Lodge, MT

Mark Donald in honor of service to Christikon

Ken and Terri Hatfield.....................................Billings, MT

Pastor Melissa Johanson

Rod and Marcia Olson..............................Livingston, MT

Joann Larsen in honor of Mother’s Day 2024

Steven Larsen....................................White Salmon, WA

Eilene Potterf

Diane Boyer Jerhoff........................................Billings, MT

Andy and Grete Willis

Elizabeth Ann Willis.....................................Wayzata, MN

Christikon’s Network of Support
Gifts from individuals, congregations and auxiliaries make it possible for Christikon to carry on the work it is called to do. In addition to undesignated gifts from member congregations, 
we acknowledge with gratitude all gifts listed in this newsletter including these memorial and honorary gifts received from May 2 through October 15, 2024.

Gifts Celebrating Special People and Events — In Honor of:

Staff and campers gather for evening worship at the campfire.



Patricia Bentson..................................................Blair, NE
Pastor Kate Bruns.................................Fergus Falls, MN
Richard and Mary Cameron......................Bozeman, MT
Kevin and Katrin Chandler.......................Absarokee, MT
Ron and MaryAnn Conboy............................Billings, MT
Carol and Willard Dale...................................Billings, MT
Thurston Dotson.............................................Helena, MT
Jerilyn and Keith Dukart.................................Billings, MT
Shirley Esp................................................Big Timber, MT
Paul and Karen Everett............................Cheyenne, WY
Jake Greeneway.......................................... Madison, WI
Mark and Cindy Halvorson............................Billings, MT
Mari Hamm.................................. Wh Suplhur Sprgs, MT
Gerald and Janice Hauge........................Big Timber, MT

Connie Hausauer...........................................Billings, MT
Scott and Carrie Higinbotham...................Bozeman, MT
Wayne and Linda Hoedt...........................Columbus, OH
Ron and Phyllis Jarrett.............................Big Timber, MT
Jan Lumsden........................................Bonney Lake, WA
Bernie Mason.................................................Billings, MT
Steve and Joycelyn Matheson......................Mound, MN
Autumn Mathisen-Edoff.................Lakewood Ranch, FL
Chuck and Wanda McGregor.......................Roberts, MT
Dennis and Diana Midge........................The Villages, FL
Nancy Morris..................................................Billings, MT
Donna and Roger Olsen.............................Missoula, MT
Roger Olson..........................................Park Rapids, MN
Darren and Trudi Paulson..............................Billings, MT

Cheryl Pine Teleois.........................................Billings, MT
Jamie Ponce..........................................Highland Park, IL
Arlene Priest...................................................Billings, MT
Kyle and Tammy Quenemoen............. New London, MN
Rhonda Roberts.............................................Billings, MT
John and Dianne Ronneberg..................Big Timber, MT
Hugh Safford.....................................................Davis, CA
Fern Schock...................................................Billings, MT
Robert and Glennine Schoen.........................Hardin, MT
Elaine and Laury Sealey................................Billings, MT
Norm Tjeltveit..................................................Billings, MT
Cenra Weatherford...........................................Laurel, MT
Jenny and Dan Woods.............................Great Falls, MT
Robert Nutt................................................ Northfield, MN

Other Gifts to be Used Where Needed:

Gene and Kent Andersen
Eleanor Andersen...........................................Billings, MT

Sylvia Anderson
Jim and Lana Donald...............................Ham Lake, MN

Bob Berg
Dale and Anne Olson.................................Bozeman, MT

Bernice Bjertness
Ken and Terri Hatfield.....................................Billings, MT

Jeri Buntjer
Paul and Karen Everett............................Cheyenne, WY
Don and Marla De Shaw...........................Harlowton, MT
Jerilyn and Keith Dukart.................................Billings, MT
Kay Grant........................................................Billings, MT
Ken and Terri Hatfield.....................................Billings, MT
Bernie Mason.................................................Billings, MT
Steve and Heidi Tjeltveit....................... Minneapolis, MN
Michael, Jo, Jace, Rylan, and Kellan Young....................
...................................................................Livingston, MT

Chris Fletcher
Everett Lindgren III................................. Shorewood, MN

Carol O’Dell
Judy and Frank Cosgriff...........................Big Timber, MT
Gerald and Janice Hauge............................... Big Timber
Rod and Marcia Olson..............................Livingston, MT

Marge Peterson
Roger and Sharon Schatzke.........................Billings, MT

Bob Quam
Tom and Ginger Leibli..........................Coon Rapids, MN

Curt Riemann
Laurie Riemann..............................................Billings, MT

Anton “Tony” Schmidt
Ken and Terri Hatfield.....................................Billings, MT

Evelyn Sondeno
Evelyn Damschen.................................................Vail, AZ

Don and Char Weidenbach
Kriste and John Hardt...................................Littleton, CO

Doris Wertman
Ken and Terri Hatfield.....................................Billings, MT

“For all the saints who from their labors rest....your name, O Jesus, 
be forever blessed.” We join with others in remembering and giving 
thanks for those listed here:

Memorial Gifts

Auction
Connie Hausauer...........................................Billings, MT

Brekke Bummer Staff Endowment
Kristi Bummer.................................................Billings, MT
Paul Bummer.................................................. Tucson, AZ
Lyle and Julie Ewert.......................................Billings, MT
Cheryl Pine Teleois.........................................Billings, MT
Rhonda Roberts.............................................Billings, MT
Donell and Leslie Small..................................Billings, MT

Camp Improvements
Kriste and John Hardt...................................Littleton, CO
Jan Lumsden........................................Bonney Lake, WA
Dennis and Diana Midge........................The Villages, FL

DD Scholarships
Ken and Stephanie Johnson...............Coon Rapids, MN

Scholarships
Everett Lindgren III................................. Shorewood, MN
Dale and Judy Peterson.................................Billings, MT

Sojourners
Mark and Rietta Malsom................................Billings, MT
Ken and Stephanie Johnson...............Coon Rapids, MN
Roger and Sharon Schatzke.........................Billings, MT
Alyssa Small...................................................Billings, MT
Anonymous.....................................................Billings, MT

Directed Gifts:

Dates are from May 2 through October 
15. Total given through Choice Dollars 
was $613.

Kelly and Terry Kaiser Borning....................Chandler, AZ
Gayle Bummer...............................................Billings, MT
Elisa and Ken Carrothers...............................Billings, MT

Jim and Lana Donald...............................Ham Lake, MN
Emily Gates.............................................. Wellington, CO
Jo Ann and John Hillard..................... Overland Park, KS

LaVonne A Iverson.........................................Billings, MT
Steven Josephson and Anne Saetre Josephson............ 	
................................................................... Eau Claire, WI
Jana M Evelsizer Olson.................................Decorah, IA
Larry Tjeltveit and Joanne Yamamoto............... APO, AE
Alan and Maria Tjeltveit...............................Allentown, PA
Laurel and Brian Van Meveren.....Colorado Springs, CO

Thanks for choosing Christikon with Thrivent Choice

Camp Improvements
Steve Loy........................................................Billings, MT
Joe Loy................................................. Safety Harbor, FL

Camp Maintenance
Ken and Terri Hatfield.....................................Billings, MT

Camp Supplies
Jake Greeneway.......................................... Madison, WI

Trailblazer and Annual Report Editor
Alyssa Small...................................................Billings, MT

In Kind Gifts:



CAMP IMPROVEMENTS

By Corey Johnson
Property Chair

We had a great spring at the Living Center. The original 
deck was showing signs it needed to be replaced. 

During the off season, AE Dynamics out of Bozeman pro-
duced drawings for a new deck, and we awarded a contract to 
build it to Langlas and Associates.

The result is a beautiful new deck made of redwood and 
Douglas fir. 

With help from the wonderful Work Weekend team that 
demolished the entire deck, we saved a substantial amount on 
the contract. We’re excited to use those funds for other main-
tenance needs around camp.

We continue to identify small projects and needs around 
camp and are working to develop a comprehensive list and 
master plan to address current and future needs. 

If this type of work or ministry interests you, we will be 
looking for volunteers and funding for many of them. Please 
let us know if you would like to be involved!

Living Center’s 
Aging Deck Torn 
Down, Replaced

Board Approves Back-Up Generator for Camp
 The 2024 Memorial Day Work Weekend 

was a memorable one. We accomplished 
good work, including typical opening activi-
ties and demolition of the Living Center Deck 
in preparation for its replacement.

However, we completed much of that 
work without power, and any water we 
used we had to get from the river, bucket by 
bucket. 

There were additional power outages that 
occurred over the summer, including one 
which led Pastor Mark to transport a recently 
received food order to any available freezer in 
Billings. Thankfully, this didn’t adversely im-
pact camp sessions, but these power outages, 
which seem to be more frequent and longer 
in duration, demonstrated a vulnerability.

As a result, the Board of Directors re-

cently approved a project to install a back-up 
generator at camp so that power and water 
can continue to be provided in the event of a 
utility outage. 

We anticipate completing this project in 
advance of the 2025 summer season.  If you 
would like to support this special initia-
tive, please indicate “Generator Project” when 
you make a donation.
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To send a gift to Christikon, include this form 
with your check and mail it to:
	 Christikon
	 1108 24th St. W.
	 Billings, MT 59102
Or make a gift online at christikon.org

Congregation

Email

City, State, ZIP

Address

Name(s)

To support the special ministry of Christikon, enclosed in a gift of: 
o$600	 o$480	  o$300	 o$250	 o$100	 o

This gift is:
o for membership in the Christikon Trailblazers Club
o to be used wherever it is needed o for camping scholarships for at-risk youth
o for camp improvements/equipment o for other need-based scholarships

This gift is given:
o in memory of
o in honor of

o Please send acknowledgment to 

*Your name(s) will not be listed in published “thank you” listings.
o Please keep this gift anonymous.*

To give online, visit 
christikon.org

oo for Capital Campaign


