
Earlier this spring I received an email in-
viting me to purchase a prewritten program 
for the 2023 season. In addition to “making 
my life easier and freeing up all sorts of 
time and energy” was the promise that the 
program’s theme was “aimed directly at 
kids” and was one “they could relate to” and 
understand. Without giving too much away, 
it focused more on current events and then 
found scripture that appeared to support the 
day’s idea or point of view.

It may or may not surprise you to know 
that we produce our own program, and base 
it out of biblical stories and characters (such 
as this year’s Parables theme), along with 
the occasional catechetical (Lord’s Prayer) 
or liturgical (Seasons of the Church Year) 
emphasis. We choose to start with scripture, 

with teaching, with liturgy, and let it serve as 
framework and guide for study, worship and 
conversation.

I’m sure the organization that sent me 
their program means well and worked hard 
on what they offer, but rather than choose 
a theme and then look for Bible passages 
to fit, I’d rather reverse the order and let 
scripture begin and inform conversation 
about issues of the day. Here’s an example of 
what I mean by that: one of the days in this 
year’s theme (Tell Me A Story: Parables and 
their ability to connect faith and life) centers 
on the “speck in your eye, log in my own” 
passage in Luke 6. Not only is the parable 
interesting in its own right, but it can speak 
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As Director 
Mark Donald 
wrote on Face-
book: “We can 
get 170 around 
the campfire, 
but it’s a tight 
squeeze.”

The south steps to the Lodge were finished during 
Work Weekend this year!



to all kinds of situations we find ourselves 
in where we’re tempted to overemphasize 
the faults of others and underemphasize 
(or ignore totally) our part in the prob-
lem. What I and we find helpful using this 
programming approach is the option folks 
have to take the parable’s meaning in any 
number of directions. For some, it may lead 
them to their role in bullying, while others 
may focus on climate change, or including 
others. Whatever the direction, this beauti-
ful yet powerful little story in Luke 6 invites 
introspection and consideration on how we 
connect our faith to our life and the world.

Besides program notes, I’m also delight-
ed to welcome Taryn Hauglie to staff as our 
new fulltime Assistant Director. She beings 
June 1 and will spend the summer learning 
the various elements that go into making 
camp run smoothly, and then will transition 
to Billings in the offseason where she’ll be 
part of assessing and wrapping up the sum-
mer, visiting owner congregations, helping 
recruit staff and develop programming and 
generally take part in all the pieces neces-
sary to be ready for the next summer.

Taryn comes to us after serving 12 years 
in congregational youth ministry as well as 
synodical and churchwide leadership roles. 
Her connection with Christikon runs deep, 
from time as a camper and then summer 
staff person, and then as advisor to the 
many groups she brought to camp over the 
years. We are very excited to put her gifts to 
use.

There is much to be thankful for as we 
start this new season, and no small part of 
that is all the ways you support our work 
and ministry. Thank you, and continued 
blessings to you and yours this summer and 
beyond.

Above, Work Weekend volunteers plan a new fire 
pit. At right, Bonnie and Ann Ragwork mend towels 
in the lodge.
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It is a privilege and an honor to join the 
Christikon staff as its first ever Assis-
tant Director! I begin my work in June, 
heading straight up the Boulder to 
begin staff training, with my two 
cats in tow, Bo and Babs (lovingly 
named after Baboon, the moun-
tain overlooking the Christikon 
meadow).

Snohomish, Washington has 
been my home for my entire life, 
but I am excited to make the 
transition to Montana and have a hand in 
shaping this community, a place that has 
been so pivotal in my own faith journey.

Christikon has held a special place 
in my heart for the better part of two 
decades, having experienced this place for 

the first time in 2004 as a sopho-
more in high school. After three 
summers as a camper, I joined the 
counseling staff in 2007, 2008, and 
2010, sparking a passion for work-
ing with children and youth.

For eleven years after, I was a 
youth minister for multiple ELCA 
congregations, including my 

home church of Christ the King Luther-
an Church in Snohomish, WA. It was 
such a joy to bring youth out to Montana 

to experience Christikon year after year, 
and the resounding theme of our de-
briefs and reflections on our weeks spent 
up the Boulder was that of inclusivity. 
These youth craved a place they could 
belong.

I left ministry in 2022, but I always 
felt God calling me back; to ministry, to 
the mountains, to a place that gave me so 
much in my formative years. It delights 
me to answer that call in this role with 
Christikon, and work to continue mak-
ing Christikon a relevant, welcoming, 
and monumental experience for campers 
and guests for generations to come.

Introducing Christikon’s First-Ever Assistant Director
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

TARYN 
HAUGLIE

Mountain Weekend
Join us for a great weekend for families and 
adults! Watch for more details and to register on 
our website, christikon.org/adult-family-programs/



Join in the Christikon life!
... to awaken and nurture faith in Christ —

exploring God’s creation and the adventure of life together.

A Network of Support Due to a hard drive issue we are not able to provide our usual listing. 
Watch for it again in the fall. Thank you for your understanding.

Auction Items from member congregations:
Big Timber: Big Timber Members
Big Sky-All Saints: Pastor Miriam Schmidt- Blythe.
Billings-American: Diana Keonig, Peacemakers.
Billings-Atonement: James Simpson, Atonement 
Quilters, Dale Molyneaux, Robert Morgan, Jackie 
Hill.
Billings-Bethlehem: Norma Severance, Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church Women 
Billings-King of Glory: Alma Nicholson, King 
of Glory Quilters, Steve Loy, Marty and Brenda 
Ambuehl.
Billings-Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd: 
Dave Benkley, Janis and Gary Restad, Rachael 
Waller, Ed & Darlene Selby, Margit Thorndal, Gene 
and Carol Blackwell, Elizabeth Liggett, Paul Kelker, 
Doreen & John Gates, Charlie Fritz, Carol Hagan, 
Kit Hagenston, Mary Dyrud, Donna Winchell, Cindy 
Husby Tracy and Pam Willett, Sara Blackwell, Ed & 
Kerry Ellertson.
Billings-Peace: Bernie Mason, Suzi Southam, Kristi 
Bummer, Peace Quilters. 
Bozeman-Christ the King: Christ the King Quilters, 
Holly Jeide, Christ the King Members.
Bozeman-Hope: Dave Meldahl, Don Heyden, Dale 
and Anne Olson, Meredith Johnson, Hope Members.
Columbus-St. James: the fun people of St James
Cody-Trinity: Trinity Quilters, Ann Trosper, Anita 
Brown, Linda Parko, Carol Begeman, Joyce Ander-
son, Dawn Evans, Denise Arthur. 
Hardin-First American: Mary McEnery, Tom Gould, 
Jennifer Bottoff.
Joliet: Janice Mc Garvey.
Laurel-Our Savior’s: Our Savior’s Members, Kate 
Manley, Shirley Hanson, Carolyn Gregory.
Livingston-American: Paul Waldum.

Livingston-Redeemer: Marleen Anderson, Hand 
Crafters, Andrea Gullickson.
Powell, WY: Hope Members, Mindy Christensen.
Red Lodge-Messiah: The Red Lodge Charity 
Quilters. Lori Floyd, John & Brooke Flynn, Mary 
Ames, Vicki Kittle, Grace Maxwell, Barb Ostrum, 
LaVonne Ervin.
Roundup-Zion: Pastor Amanda & Derek Liggett.
Shepherd -Emmanuel: Emmanuel WELCA, Rich 
Larson, Dawn Petty, Connie Herberg. 
Sheridan-Trinity: Henrietta “Babes” Brandon, 
Karen Lidahl, Trinity Quilters.

Auction Underwriters:
Crist, Krogh, & Nord, PLLC......................Billings, MT
John & Doreen Gates...............................Billings, MT
Paul and Kathy Kelker..............................Billings, MT
Jacqueline Hill Court Reporting................Billings, MT

Ben and Mary Buntjer...............................Billings, MT
Tracy and Pam Willett..............................Billings, MT

Auction Donations or Services from 
Businesses:

Rick Young & Sons Auctioneers
Basil & Bloom Catering (formerly known as Top 
Notch)
Riddle’s Jewelry
Madagascar Imports
T&E CAT Rental Store
Gainans
Chico Hot Springs Resort
Deep Creek Outdoor
Billings Depot
Alma Nicholson Photos
Peak Technology
Senior Citizens Wood Carvers
Steve’s Handyman Service

Other Donations:
Matt Akhavan Smith, poster design............................ 	
.........................................................Minneapolis, MN
Norm Tjeltveit.....................................Absarokee, MT
Kristi and Gayle Bummer..........................Billings, MT
Allie Witzman.......................................Columbus, MN
June Philips..........................................Bozeman, MT

Benefit Auction Committee:
Tadji Adhavan Smith.........................Minneapolis, MN
Jackie Hill.................................................Billings, MT
Laurie Riemann........................................Billings, MT
Jessica Edwards.......................Saratoga Springs, UT
Chuck Smith.............................................Billings, MT
Paul Kelker...............................................Billings, MT
Rachael Waller..........................................Billings,MT

Quilts and a whole lot more: the annual 
Spring fund raising event at the Billings De-
pot on April 30 offered bidders a wide range 
of items online at BetterWorld and at the Live 
Auction raising significant support for Chris-

tikon’s summer ministry. It was wonderful to 
see all of you there!

Auction activity, ticket sales and sponsors 
raised over $46,000 to support Christikon’s 
ongoing work. A special Support Christikon 

Auction raised an additional $15,000 to meet 
the camps needs: scholarships, camp equip-
ment, deck boards and general needs.

The work and artistry of so many people 
went into the Benefit Auction. Our thanks to:

2023 BENEFIT AUCTION

Rick Young & Sons 
Auctioneers

Brian and Logan (Brian’s son) did a super job 
for our live auction again this year! We are 
grateful for their expertise and wonderful sense 
of humor! Thank you!

BRIAN YOUNG, LEFT; LOGAN YOUNG, RIGHT
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To send a gift to Christikon, include this form 
with your check and mail it to:
	 Christikon
	 1108 24th St. W.
	 Billings, MT 59102
Or make a gift online at christikon.org

Congregation

Email

City, State, ZIP

Address

Name(s)

To support the special ministry of Christikon, enclosed in a gift of: 
o$600	 o$480	  o$300	 o$250	 o$100	 o

This gift is:
o for membership in the Christikon Trailblazers Club
o to be used wherever it is needed o for camping scholarships for at-risk youth
o for camp improvements/equipment o for other need-based scholarships

This gift is given:
o in memory of
o in honor of

o Please send acknowledgement to 

*Your name(s) will not be listed in published “thank you” listings.
o Please keep this gift anonymous.*

To give online, visit 
christikon.org/give

oo for Capital Campaign

We have a great lineup of speakers for 
our retreat. The speakers and topics are:

Dr. Eric Meyer
Topic: Ecological Theology
Bio: Eric Daryl Meyer 

teaches in the Theology 
department at Carroll 
College in Helena. He is 
the Gregory Roeben and 
Susan Raunig Professor of 
Social Justice and the Hu-
man-Animal Relationship. 
He teaches courses in eco-
logical theology, early Christian history, 
and theological ethics. Outside of the aca-
demic world, he has worked in wilderness 
education, environmental advocacy, and 
outdoor recreation for two decades.

Paul Waldum
Speaker one evening
Topic: Experiences Along the Boulder 

River Valley

Description: Paul will be sharing his 
memories and stories from his experiences 
with Charlie Rasnick, an old prospector, 
and friend of Christikon. Charlie lived two 
miles from camp along Bridge Creek in 
the Absaroka Beartooth Wilderness. Paul 
will present photographs of his adventures 
and share fascinating historical infor-
mation in reference to the Boulder River 
Valley.

Bio: Paul Waldum is a lifelong camp-
er, staff member, and board member of 
Christikon. Paul is a well known artist and 
his artwork at numerous museums and 
galleries throughout the West. Please feel 
free to view his artwork at paul.waldum.
com. Paul teaches in the honors college at 
Montana State University in Bozeman. He 
lives with his wife, Mollie, in Livingston. 
They have two kids, Annie and Matthew.

Kent Claussen Gubrud
Speaker two evenings
Title: Spiritual Direction and the Spir-

itual Journey

Description: Many people have never 
heard of Spiritual Direction, or if they 
have, they don’t really know what it is, 
and may be skeptical or suspicious? This 
is an introduction to the ancient practice 
of Spiritual Direction and the Spiritual 
Journey. What Spiritual Direction IS, 
and, what it IS NOT. We will explore what 
Spiritual Direction looks like in both a 
one-one and small group format. We will 
even practice a little “Lectio Divina” and 
“Auditio Divina” together in small groups.

Bio: Rev. Kent Claussen Gubrud has 
served at Christus Victor Lutheran in Ap-
ple Valley, MN since 1998, after graduat-
ing with an M. Div. from Luther Seminary 
in 1997. He was on staff at Christikon in 
1987. Kent has been in Spiritual Direction 
in both small group and individual set-
tings for over fifteen years, while learning 
Contemplative prayer practices. He is in 
the Tending the Holy Spiritual Direction 
program through the Christos Center for 
Spiritual Formation in Lino Lakes, MN, 
and will be a Spiritual Director Intern 
next year.

DR. ERIC 
MEYER

Get to Know Our Continuing Education Retreat Speakers


